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Critic to Get ' 
Free FBI Set3 


Of JFK Files'S 

I ' sivtl) 

py George T«a.rclttcsr Jr. ' ‘ ,, “ 4 

Waihliiuluit Pout HUff Writer 
U.S. District Court Judge Gerhard* 

< itibcll rofusud yesterday to delay the 
FIJI'# Impending release of thousarida* 
of additional documents bearing otaLv. 
Lbo assassination of President I^en** 
notly, but agreed that author-critlc li^\ 
rolcl Webber# should get a free, sett 
"with all reasonable dispatch/* ois? 

Tito FBI tilaits to make public on ’ 
Wednesday some ‘10,1)00 pages of head-* 
quarters documents on the lOtiJ assas-S 
«i nut Ion at n cost of 10 runts a pagoj 
for those who want their own copies. 
The bureau released an initial 40,000 
pages last muni It on a similar basis, ' ik 
An outspoken critic of the Warren 
Commission and auLiior of six hooks, 
on the JFK murder, Welsberg noted 
that he has had freedonvof-informa* 1 
lion requests for such document^ 
pending for years and thnl he had 
asked for a waiver of fees in rnld-No- 
vember. lie filed for a federal court 
injunction in late December, arguing 
lliaL he was entitled to a free set at 
least by the time the final hatch was 
made public. * . . •>. 

Charging that such voluminous FBI 
releases amounted to “media events' 1 
Unit effectively camouflage unjustifia- 
ble deletions and paper over “n very 
careful job of sifting and concealing/* 
Weisburg said the Justice Department 
and the Fin hail completely Ignored 
bis request for a, waiver of the feet} 
which he said ho could not afford. 

Announcing Ids decision from tbq 
•notch after an hour long Iteuring, Ge* 
sell was sharply critical of the govern- 
ment’s delay in responding to Weis* 
herg'a request for more limn 50 days, 
Thu Justice Department offered hinrj a 
reduced rale r.f U cents a pugo last 
week, luil lies till said “It is apparent 
no consideration whatever" was given 
to Weinberg's claims uf poor hcallii 
and indigency. 

“The equities are very substantially 
and overwhelmingly In plaintiff’s fa* 
vin , ** Uracil said, lie said that the roo 
m ils would not ho coming to light now' 
Were tt not fol* earlier freedom*of-iiv 
formation litigation by Welsberg. This 
led to u congressional change in thO\ 
law, opening the door to Fill Jnvesti. ' 
gatury records. 

The Judge, however, declined to4 
hold up l he Wednesday release, on 
grounds that, the disclosure of the doc-;/ 
u me nls was the “pre-eminent consld*( 
oration." Weishcrg's lawyor, Jnmea hJ 
l.csnr, said inter that lie understood; 
the Fill would mail Welsberg copies » 
of Hie furthcoming 40,uuu pages the' 
same day. 
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